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PART  3282— MOBILE  HOME  PROCE¬ 
DURAL  AND  ENFORCEMENT  REGULA¬ 
TIONS 

Extension  of  Effective  Date 

On  June  21,  1976,  at  41  FR  24971, 
the  Department  adopted  a  new  S  3282.- 
401(c)  which  delayed  until  Septem¬ 
ber  15,  1976,  the  effectiveness  of  certain 
provisions  of  Subpart  I  of  24  CPR  Part 
3282  as  published  on  May  13.  1976.  That 
subpart  implements  section  615  of  the 
National  Mobile  Home  Construction  and 
Safety  Standards  Act  of  1974,  42  U.S.C. 
5414,  primarily  by  establishing  proce¬ 
dures  for  handling  consxuner  complaints 
that  indicate  the  existence  of  flaws  in 
mobile  homes  with  respect  to  which 
remedial  actions  are  required  by  sec¬ 
tion  615,  The  Department  delayed  cer¬ 
tain  provisions  of  the  subpart  because 
it  appeared  that  they  established  un¬ 
workable  requirements  and  that  they 
would  cause  disruption  and  delay  in 
providing  remedies  under  the  Act.  The 
Department  stated  that  it  would  develop 
and  propose  a  revision  to  subpart  I  and 
would  publish  a  flnal  revision  of  the  sub¬ 
part  after  considering  all  comments. 
The  Department  intended  to  accomplish 
this  before  September  15.  1976,  but  it 
became  apparent  that  the  pepartment 
would  not  be  able  to  do  so. 

On  September  17,  1976,  at  41  FR 
40337,  the  Department  extended  the  de¬ 
lay  until  December  15,  1976,  and  on 
S^tember  21.  1976,  at  41  FR  41214,  the 
Department  published  a  proposed  revi¬ 
sion  to  Subpart  I. 

After  reviewing  all  comments  re¬ 
ceived,  the  Department  has  developed  a 
final  version  of  Subpart  L  That  version 
will  take  effect  30  days  after  it  is  pub¬ 
lished.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  final 
rule  will  shortly  be  puMlshed  in  the 
Federal  Reoistbr  and  will  take  effect  30 
days  after  publication.  The  final  rule  will 
not  be  published  as  anticipated  by  De¬ 
cember  15,  1976,  due  to  the  complexity 


of  the  Issues  Involved,  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  is  further  extending  the  delay  of 
the  May  13.  1976  version  of  Subpaxt  I 
until  the  final  rule  takes  effect  because 
the  petitions  and  comments  received  by 
the  Department  indicate  that  certain  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  earlier  version  may  be 
unduly  burdensome. 

The  Department  notes  that  manufac¬ 
turers  remain  responsible  imder  the  Act 
for  providing  remedial  actions  with  re¬ 
spect  to  noncompliance  and  defects,  and 
that  manufacturers  may  wish  to  work 
with  the  Department  to  provide  such 
remedial  actions  prior  to  the  effective 
date  of  the  subpart.  Also,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  notes  that  the  delay  in  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  this  subpart  does  not  modify 
the  respionsibility  of  the  manufacturer  to 
assure  that  aU  mobile  homes  that  it  sells 
are  in  conformance  with  the  Federal 
standards  and  to  correct  any  home  that 
has  not  yet  been  sold  to  a  piuxhaser  if 
it  does  not  conform  to  the  standards. 

In  order  to  avoid  requiring  manufac¬ 
turers  and  others  to  act  imder  a  system 
that  may  hinder  effective  consumer  pro¬ 
tections,  the  Department  has  determined 
that  this  amendment  must  be  made  ef¬ 
fective  as  of  the  date  it  is  published. 
Therefore,  notice  and  public  procedure 
are  impractical  and  contrary  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  interest  in  this.case.  This  amendment 
must  take  effect  by  December  15,  1976, 
rather  than  30  days  after  its  publication, 
as  would  normally  be  the  case. 

The  Department  has  determined  that 
an  Bnvlnmmental  Impact  Statement  is 
not  required  with  respect  to  this  rule. 
A  copy  of  the  Finding  of  Inappllcahility 
which  was  made  for  the  regulation  pub¬ 
lished  on  June  21.  1976,  at  41  FR  24971 
is  available  for  Inspection  and  copying 
according  to  Department  rules  and 
regulations  at  the  (MOce  of  the  Rules 
Docket  Clerk,  Room  10141,  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  451 
Seventh  Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C. 
That  Finding  applies  to  this  amendment 
since  the  amendment  merely  extends  the 
effectiveness  of  the  rule  for  which  the 
Finding  was  made. 

Notx. — It  is  hereby  certiged  that  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  Inflationary  impacts  of  the  regu¬ 
lation  published  June  21, 1976,  were  carefully 
evaluated  In  accordance  with  OMB  Circular 
A-107.  That  evaluation  applies  to  this 
amendment  for  the  reasons  stated  above. 


Accordingly,  24  CFR  3282.401(c),  as 
published  at  41  FR  40337,  is  amended  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  3282.401  Scope. 

*  •  *  *  « 

(c)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
SS  3282.404-3282.407,  no  manufacturer 
may  be  required  to  act  under  those  sec¬ 
tions  with  respect  to  noncompliances  or 
defects  until  the  effective  date  of  the 
final  rule  that  is  developed  pursuant  to 
the  proposed  rule  issued  on  September 
21,  1976,  at  41  FR  41214,  revising  Sub¬ 
part  I,  except  as  stated  in  this  paragraph. 
However,  each  manufacturer  shall  retain 
all  consumer  complaints,  and  other  in¬ 
formation  received  by  the  manufacturer 
before  that  date  that  indicate  the  pos¬ 
sible  existence  of  noncmnpliances  or  de¬ 
fects  and  maintain  complete  records  of 
the  manufacturer’s  response,  if  any.  The 
Secretary  and  State  Administrative 
Agencies  that  would  act  imder  §S  3282.- 
404-3282.407  with  respect  to  noncompli¬ 
ances  and  defects  shall  forward  com¬ 
plaints  and  other  Information  to  the 
manufacturers  as  they  would  under 
§  3282.406(a) ,  but  shall  not  require  that 
any  action  be  taken  by  the  manufacturer 
until  the  effective  date  of  the  final  rule, 
if  the  manufacturer  responds  under 
S  3282.406(b)  that  the  information  does 
not  relate  to  a  serious  defect  or  imminent 
safety  hazard  and  the  SAA  or  the  Sec¬ 
retary  agrees.  The  effective  date  of  the 
final  rule  of  Subpart  I  shall  be  considered 
to  be  the  date  on  which  consumer  com¬ 
plaints  and  other  Information  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  manufacturer  for  purposes 
of  computing  the  time  periods  within 
which  actions  must  be  taken  under 
Si  3282.404-3282.407  with  respect  to  those 
complaints  and  other  information  relat¬ 
ing  to  noncempliances  or  defects  received 
before  the  effective  date  of  the  final  rule. 

(Secs.  615  and  625,  National  Mobile  Home 
Construction  and  Safety  Standards  Act  of 
1974  (42  PJ3.0.  5414  and  5424),  sec.  7(d), 
Department  of  HUD  Act,  42  U-S.C.  3535(d).) 

Effective  date:  This  amendment  is  ef¬ 
fective  December  15, 1976. 

CoiHiTANCE  B.'  Newman, 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Consumer 
Affairs  and  Regulatory  Functions. 
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